


                                                          READING : 

Verbal irony is often confused with the term sarcasm. But there are 
important differences between the two.

Sarcasm involves the use of language to mean something other than its 
literal meaning, but always with the intention to mock or criticize someone 
or something.
Verbal irony, while involving non-literal meaning of language, does not 
have to involve mockery or criticism.
Put another way: sarcasm is a specific form of verbal irony. When someone 
laughs at a person wearing a fanny pack and says "Nice fanny pack, nerd," 
that's sarcasm—but it's also verbal irony, since what they really mean is 
something like "Your fanny pack looks dumb." Not all examples of verbal 
irony are examples of sarcasm, but all examples of sarcasm are ironic.

Irony is to point out the absurdity of something. Sarcasm is meant to 
wound. A change of tone, an emphasis on a word, a drawn-out syllable, all 
signal “I’m not saying what I really mean; I’m saying the opposite,” or being 
“ironic.”



Presentation: 

Describe the following words – can you provide 
synonyms? :

• To + mock/ridicule: 

• To be + sarcastic: 

• To do something with + intention: 



Gap fill:

• When someone is sarcastic, I feel____ and I choose to 
respond by _____.

• Mocking people is ______ because______. When I am 
mocked, I _________.

• Some things I do with intention are : 

• _______________

• _______________

• ________________

• _________________



Practice !
• Have you ever been mocked or ridiculed?

• What would you do if you were on a bus and saw 
someone mocking a fellow passenger? Why?

• Have you ever felt intentionally offended by someone? 
How did you respond?

• Have you ever felt embarrassed by what someone 
said ? What happened ?

• Have you ever been sarcastic? 



                                       Reading:

Read the vocabulary aloud and then listen to the audio.

                           Pre-Listening Vocabulary : 

• mock/ridicule: to make fun of; to make someone feel 
ridiculous, bad, or stupid

• sarcastic: A mean remark about a person - meant to 
hurt someone/not literal; meaning the opposite of 
what one says

• intention: purpose



Sarcasm means : To tear the flesh : 

Listen again and then fill in the gaps !

• Sarcasm is a________  that is used to mock or ridicule 
someone. The_______  usually means exactly the 
opposite of what he says. For example, if your brother 
says “Nice hair!” to you in a sarcastic tone, he means 
that your hair looks________  . 

• The word sarcasm comes from a Greek verb 
(sarkazein) that means to tear flesh. Sarcasm is such a 
common communicative____  that people sometimes 
forget that the real intention of sarcasm is to 
be________ , not to be funny.



When someone says “Nice hair!” in a sarcastic way, what 
does it really mean?

What does the Greek verb sarkazein translate to in 
English?

What do people often forget about the effect of a 
sarcastic tone of voice?

Have you ever been mocked for something?
Which of the following is an example of sarcasm?
• Have a nice day!

• Earth is full. Go home.

• Please don't be so loud.

• None of these.
Is there a difference between irony and sarcasm? Can 
you explain ?



Video and pre - video reading:  Read the scenarios - 
let’s discuss it. 
NEXT : watch the video ! Irony? Sarcasm? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IiR-bnCHIYo

• Let’s say you’re a passenger in a car and the driver 
bumps the vehicle in front of you. If you say, “Hey, 
awesome job of driving, dude,” is that irony? 
Sarcasm? Both?

• What about this: you go outside, it’s negative 10 
degrees with two feet of snow, and you say, “Great 
weather we’re having!” Irony? Sarcasm?

• Someone  at work is confused and asks you : Is it 
Tuesday? You respond: ‘’Nooooo, it is Saturday.’’ 
Irony ? Sarcasm?



Sarcasm, as the video explains, is a type of irony. For 
instance, say a student named Mike takes a moment 

to close his eyes at his desk and the teacher says, 
“Now don’t work too hard there, Mike.” Kind of mean, 

right? You might say sarcasm is the type of irony that 
makes fun of somebody.



                         Home task:

• Can you think of any recent examples when you said 
something ironic, or sarcastic? Or, remember when 
someone said something sarcastic to you? Try jotting 
down examples of each that you hear or say, and how 
you felt about it afterwards.

                                An after thought:

It seems to me that irony can help us deal with the 
pitfalls of life, with a twist and a touch of humor, though 
sarcasm is much trickier. If used with a trusted friend, a 
sarcastic comment can be witty and not taken as 
unkind or devious. However, when sarcasm is used as a 
verbal weapon, watch out…those words can hurt and so, 
cause conflict!


